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Minutes of the Virtual Public Appeals 
Committee held on Monday  
15 March 2021 

 
 

Chair - Councillor P W Jones 
 

 Present (for all or part of the meeting):- 
 

 Councillors: 
A S Harp 
A M Loughran 
G P K Pardesi 

A N Pearce 
R M Sutherland 

 
 Officers in attendance:- 
 

 Mrs J Wallace -  Licensing Manager 
 Ms F Samuda -  Solicitor 
 Mr J Dean -  Democratic Services Officer 
 Mr A Bailey  -   Scrutiny Officer 
 
PA1 Apologies 
 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A R G Brown and   

M V Holmes (Substitute A M Loughran).   
 

The Scrutiny Officer advised the Committee that the Applicant had been 
invited to attend the meeting by email on 4 March 2021, but no 
correspondence either by way of acceptance or apology, had 
subsequently been received. 

 
PA2 Exclusion of Press and Public 
 
 RESOLVED:- that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government 

Act 1972, the press and public be excluded from the 
meeting whilst the next following item of business be 
discussed, on the grounds that it includes the disclosure of 
exempt information of the type specified in Paragraphs 1 
and 2 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act. 

 
 The recording of the meeting was paused at this point. 
 
PA3 Deviation from the Taxi Licensing Policy 
 
 Considered the Confidential report of the Head of Operations  

(V1 25/02/21) regarding this matter. 
 
 The Applicant was not present during consideration of the item. 
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 The Licensing Manager outlined the case as set out in the report.  
 
 The Committee were then afforded the opportunity to ask questions of the 

Officer. 
 
 The Licensing Manager was given the opportunity to sum up her case. 
 
 The Licensing Manager then withdrew from the meeting whilst the 

Committee considered the case in private. 
 
 The Licensing Manager was then invited to re-join the meeting. 
 
 The recording of the meeting was restarted at this point. 
 
 RESOLVED:- that in exercise of the authority delegated to the 

Committee, the Committee refused to deviate from the 
Council’s Taxi Licensing Policy as no exceptional 
circumstances were identified to warrant a deviation from 
the Policy. 

 
 REASONS FOR DECISION:- 
 

(i) The Committee can resolve to deviate from the 
Council’s Policy for good reason and in exceptional 
circumstances. No good reason or exceptional 
circumstances was presented by the Applicant to the 
Committee that it could consider. 

 
(ii) The Committee considered the Taxi Licensing 

Policy, licensing legislation, the Report presented, 
the Applicant’s representations as well as relevant 
case law. 

 
(iii) The Applicant’s challenge relates to the enforcement 

of the Council’s Licensing Policy. The Council’s 
Licensing Policy has been in force since 16 
September 2020 and has gone through a 
consultation process without challenge; Darlington 
Borough Council v Kaye [2004] EWHC 253 (Admin).  
The current Licensing Policy is an effective 
Licensing Policy that the Council seeks to rely on 
and enforce and must be accepted as a starting 
point. 

 
(iv) The Applicant holds a dual driver’s licence and it 

was noted that he had indicated to the Licensing 
Manager, some 12 months ago, that he was moving 
to the Bradford area temporarily to read a Law 
Degree.  The Applicant’s address details were 
thereafter updated as a change of home address. 
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(v) The Applicant was reminded at this time of the terms 
and conditions of his Licence and of the Council’s 
Licensing Policy in that he could not drive/use his 
vehicle locally and that ‘use’ had to be primarily in 
the Stafford Borough Council area.  The Policy forms 
part of the Applicant’s terms and conditions of 
Licence so does not allow for the use requested. 

 
(vi) The Applicant was advised that he could undertake 

pre-booked journeys through a Stafford Borough 
Council Private Hire Operator and that the Policy 
required a ‘triple licensing lock’ system of licensing 
for pre-booked journeys ie. the Operator, Vehicle 
and Drivers Licence be licensed with Stafford 
Borough Council. 

 
(vii) Notwithstanding this, on 21 January 2021, the 

Applicant requested permission from Stafford 
Borough Council Licensing department to use his 
vehicle to drive locally with a Private Hire Operator in 
the Leeds area (Exservice taxis).  By the time the 
Applicant contacted Stafford Borough Council’s 
Licensing department, he had already sought 
approval from Kirklees Council to drive and further 
had already purchased extra insurance premium 
cover for his vehicle.   

 
(viii) The Applicant indicates that he does not wish to 

make application for Licence with Kirklees Council 
and advises that applications for licences are 
currently suspended with Kirklees Council.  The 1 
February 2021 email from Kirklees Council confirms 
that applications for Licences are not suspended.  

 
(ix) The Applicant’s financial position is not a 

consideration for the Committee.  As per Leeds City 
Council v Hussain [2002] EWHC 1145 (Admin) (and 
Cherwell District Council v Anwar 2011 EHWC 2943 
(Admin)) the Applicant’s personal circumstances 
were not considered by the Committee.  No 
evidence has been tendered by the Applicant to 
warrant the Council deviating from its Policy.  The 
Applicant has not presented any exceptional 
circumstances for the Committee to consider, 
warranting a deviation from its Policy.  As such, 
there was no good reason or exceptional 
circumstances presented for the Committee to 
consider deviating from its Policy. 

 
CHAIR 


