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1. Introduction
1.1. Definition

1.1.1. A Conservation Area is defined in the Planning (Listed Buildings and
Conservation Areas) Act 1990, as an area of special architectural or historic
interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or
enhance. Section 69 (1) of the Act imposes a duty on the local planning
authority to identify areas of special architectural or historic interest, and to
designate those places as conservation areas. Designation helps to ensure
that an area identified for its architectural and historic significance is
managed and protected appropriately.

1.2. Purpose of Appraisal

1.2.1. Conservation area appraisal is a means of identifying and assessing the
special architectural or historic character of a place. Gnosall Conservation
Area was designated in 1971 by Staffordshire County Council after an
appraisal of the special architectural and historic interest of the area. Under
section 69 (2) of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act
1990, it is a requirement of the local planning authority to update
conservation area appraisals regularly, and designate further areas as
necessary. The purpose of this appraisal is to assess and define the special
character and appearance of Gnosall as it stands today, and identify any
threats or future threats to the areads

1.2.2. Appraisal ensures that the local authority, developers, property owners and
the | ocal community are aware of the are
up and assessing proposals for change.

1.3. Effects of Conservation Area Designation

131. The conservation area apprai sal wi ||
considerationo in the planning process a
authority when considering the effects of any proposed development
affecting the conservation area, including its setting.



1.4. Certain works in a conservation area require consent:

1.4.1. Works to trees: Anyone proposing to cut down, top or lop a tree in a
conservation area, even if the tree is not protected by a Tree Preservation
Order (TPO) ),must notify the local planning authority and allow six weeks
before commencing work. This gives the local planning authority the
opportunity to make a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) if the tree is
considered to be important.

1.4.2. Permitted Development Rights, i.e. those works of alteration or extension
that can be carried out without planning permission, are slightly different in
conservation areas. Some conservation areas are covered by Article 4
Directions, which restrict certain Permitted Development Rights, for example
the installation of uPVC windows or satellite dishes. These are specific to
each conservation area, and are in place to ensure the special historic and
architectural character is protected.

1.5 Community Involvement

151. Stafford Borough Council s Statement of
ensure that all sections of the community and interested parties have a
reasonable opportunity to engage with plan-making and planning application
processes. A public consultation will take place on this appraisal and
interested parties will be invited to comment on the findings of the appraisal.

1.5.2. Planning Policy Context: Stafford Borough Council Local Plan Saved Polices
and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Policies applicable to
Gnosall Conservation Area,

1.5.3. The policies relevant to Gnosall Conservation Area are Policies
E&D2:Consideration of Landscape or Townscape Setting, E&D 18:
Development Likely to Affect Conservation Areas, E&D19: Accommodating
New Development within Conservation Areas, E&D20: Demolition of
Buildings in Conservation Areas, E&D21: Advertisements in Conservation
Areas, E&D22: Proposals for Blinds, Canopies and Shutters, E&D23:
Development Proposals Affecting Listed Buildings, E&D24:
Demolition/Partial Demolition of Listed Buildings, E&D25: Proposals to
Convert or Extend a Listed Building, E&D43: Trees in Conservation Areas
and E&D44: Development Affecting Trees and Hedgerows. Relevant historic
environment policies within The Plan for Stafford Borough will supersede
these Saved Policies after adoption.

1.5.4. National planning policy is contained in the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF). Paragraphs 127 through to 141 are relevant to Gnosall
Conservation Area. National conservation guidance to support the NPPF
policies is currently in preparation by national government.



2.1

Summary of Special Interest, Gnosall Conservation Area

Gnosall Conservation Area was designated by Staffordshire County Council
on 24 February 1971 as a means of preserving and enhancing the special
architectural and historic interest that has been retained and enriched
through its development over the centuries. The key elements of special
character are summarised as follows:

A village of contrasts: a mixture of vernacular and polite architecture, from
rectilinear cottages with 16th century origins, to tall, Georgian three storey
houses creating a contrast in scale, siting and plan form, and a feel of
gradual development over time.

The ancient church of St Lawrence, its elevated position echoing its
architectural grandeur.

An enclosed, ancient churchyard setting with an array of well-preserved
headstones and monuments, and unspoilt views of the church from the
churchyard and Sellman Street.

Extensive green spaces surrounding the church, Church Close and the
former vicarage area with mature yew trees creating a sense of enclosure.

A winding high street that gently rises to the north creating a series of views
with progression through the street; glimpses of the church create a visual
connection between the linear High Street and the enclosed churchyard
area.

Well-preserved and diverse architectural features: domestic and shop
windows with surviving historic glass, and a wealth of wrought and cast iron
railings.



2.2. Location and Topography

2.2.1. The village of Gnosall is approximately seven miles west of Stafford and 15
miles northeast of Telford. It stands on ground above the valley of the Doley
br ook. Ac c or diRiage Names d¢f &tafiord, ithe name may be
derived from the Old Welsh genou meaning opening, and halh, Old English
for piece of low-lying land near a river. The name roughly translates to a
constricted passage leading to a wide valley, and so directly relates to its
topographical character.

2.3. Historical Development and Relationship to Current Layout

2.3.1. Gnosall is first recorded at Domesday (1086) when it is identified as having
land held by clerics. The settlement was assessed at two ploughs with four
ploughs in lordship. There were eight villagers and four smallholders with
two ploughs liable for taxation and a mill valued at 12d. Taking this into
consideration, it is likely that Gnosall has Anglo-Saxon origins, although to
date the only evidence for such an origin has been found within the Church
of St. Lawrence where stonework (originally considered to be Norman) is
thought to be Anglo-Saxon in date. The presence of the mill at Domesday
points to an agricultural economy heavily influenced by its rural location.

2.3.2. During the medieval period, the settlement was surrounded by large
commonly-farmed open field systems with arable fields to the north and east,
and meadows for grazing and hay on wetland to the south and west,
adjacent to the Doley Brook. By the late 16th century, much of the farmland
surrounding Gnosall had been enclosed through informal agreements
between local landowners through a process known as piecemeal
enclosure. Evi dence for ridge and -$bhapewbahidels
boundaries (from aerial photographs and recent maps) close to Gnosall are
testament to the settlementds agricultur
post-medieval periods. The wetland associated with the Doley Brook was
transformed into water meadows during the 18th and 19th centuries.

2.3.3. The village itself is typified by a historic linear high street with the Parish
Church of St Lawrence to the east in a distinctly contrasting green space.
Some of the buildings of the high street date to the 16th century, and it is
thought that the church dates at least in part to the Saxon period. There
were four prebendaries in Gnosall in the Medieval period. Prebends are
posts connected with the Church that have a fixed independent income
derived from the church estates (prebendaries), allowing the prebends to be
independent of the Bishop.



2.3.4.

Today Gnosall is made up of two settlements, Gnosall and Gnosall Heath,
which are connected by Station Road (the A518). Gnosall Heath, to the
southwest of Gnosall, developed around the construction of the Shropshire
Union Canal in 1835, which runs through the southwest of Gnosall Heath.
The arrival of the canal, and the railway in 1849, which cuts across Station
Road, encouraged development around this area and left Gnosall relatively
well preserved. However 20th century development has led to the erosion of
the historic linear layout of the village, which was surrounded by fields.
Development occurs in dense suburban plots surrounding the high street,
and has expanded into a nucleated settlement, with the high street at the
centre. However the historic core of the High Street and the churchyard area
is well preserved and visibly historic. At the southeast of Gnosall, highway
widening and extension works have altered the historic layout of the village
roads through the creation of the A518.

Figure 1 Ordnance Survey Map of 1881 illustrating the linear development of the High Street
and adjacent Church of St Lawrence and churchyard. Reproduced with permission from
Staffordshire Record Office



Figure 2 Ordnance Survey Map of 1902. The linear development and field boundaries exist today.
Reproduced with permission from: Staffordshire Record Office
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2.3.5.

2.4.

2.4.1.

2.5.

2.5.1.

There are two distinct character areas in Gnosall: area one consists of the
ancient church of St Lawrence, surrounding churchyard, Sellman Street and
Parkside (former vicarage); area two consists of the High Street, Audmore
Road, Station Road and Stafford Road.

Character Area One: St Lawrenced SChurch, the churchyard, Sellman
Street and Parkside

This area derives its special character from the exceptional Parish Church of
St Lawrence, its elevated position above the surrounding historic buildings of
Sellman Street, the green space of the churchyard enclosed by several
mature yews and stone boundary walls, and the outstanding former vicarage
and outbuildings, sited far from the church within an enclosed green space.
Church Close is a small late 20th century development on the site of the
former Manor Farm, now demolished. It is subservient to the adjacent church
in appearance and scale.

Character Area Two: High Street, Audmore Road, Station Road and
Stafford Road

A range of historic buildings line the winding High Street in a well-defined
building line, running parallel to the church. Glimpses of the church from
High Street remind the viewer of the proximity of the church but the two
areas feel distinctly separate. To the north of High Street towards Audmore
Road, and to the south towards Stafford Road and Station Road, the plots
are less densely arranged and historic buildings become more dispersed.
The enclosed space created by the building line of the high street falls away
leading out of the high street into this area, giving the feel of leaving the
historic high street behind. The presence of traffic creates a less welcoming
atmosphere and buildings are dominated by the road layout.



3. Character area One: St Lawrenced €£hurch, the churchyard, Sellman
Street and Parkside

Notto scale N
Stafford Borough Coundil W E
CivicCentre
Riverside Date: March 2013 <
B Stafford
Stafford Mo @ Crown copyright and database rights [2013] Ondnance Suney [100018205)
ROROUGH COUNCIL ; Youare notp itted to copy, sub-li ,distibute, Il or othenvise male
Tel(04:765)619000 available the Licensed Data to thid patiesin any form.

Gnosall Conservation Area Character Appraisal
Character Area 1. Church of St Lawrence, Church Yard, Former Vicarage and Church Close

AWENc2

S
srch Hal

Keyto CharacterArea Map

Character Area
P ositive Buildings

Listed Buildings
P ositive Views

Figure 4 Character Area One



3.1.

3.2.

Built Character, Character Area One

Approaching the conservation area from the northeast (Glebe Lane), the
church tower dominates and there is an immediate change in atmosphere
created by the presence of historic buildings and mature trees. The
spectacular Church of St Lawrence is the focal point of this area; its
architectural quality emphasised by its scale and elevated position.
Surrounding the church on Sellman Street are a variety of small cottages
and larger houses of various ages, providing an interesting contrast to the
stone church. All dwellings are positioned inwards to face the church,
creating a nucleated site, and emphasising the dominance of the church.
Parkside, the former vicarage, stands back from the street in private grounds
surrounded by mature holly hedges, creating a distant and detached
character, in contrast to the smaller buildings on Sellman Street.

Figure 5 Church of St Lawrence viewed from Sellman Street
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3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.5.1.

Building Types

Aside from the church, the buildings in this area are dwellings that date to at
least the 19th century, and possibly earlier, with some late 20th century
houses. Within the grounds of the former vicarage, well-preserved,
unconverted agricultural outbuildings survive.

Figure 6 St Lawrence Cottage. The main fagade of this cottage faces the church. Historic
paving is visible in front of the cottage.

Scale, Plot Size and Plan Form

There is a variety of smaller, one-and-a-half to two storey rectilinear cottages
with simple gabled roofs of varying pitches, and a grand two storey Victorian
former vicarage (Parkside) and two-and-a-half storey Church House, which
contrast with the smaller cottages. The cottages are sited around the church,
and appear subservient to the church in scale and positioning. Parkside is
positioned away from the church in its own grounds and appears separate
from the churchyard area, but is possibly the site of the buildings of one of
the four prebendaries thought to have existed in Gnosall during the medieval
period. Remnants of earlier building (possibly 16th century) are present
within the walls of the agricultural outbuildings, which are two storey with
steeply pitched roofs.

11



3.6. Architectural Styles and Features

3.6.1. Parkside and Church House employ brick with stone dressings. Parkside,
Victorian Gothic in style, possesses well preserved stone quoins and window
surrounds, diagonally set chimneys and casement windows. Church House
appears to have been re-faced in the 19th century, the side elevations being
of earlier brick. The main facade employs stone for lintels, stone caps on the
buttresses and plait bands on the chimneys. The smaller cottages, such as
1-3 Sellman Street, possess keystones and cills that may have been added
at a later date to unify the cottages. Brick lintels are also present, and
dentilated eaves detailing is prevalent throughout on small outbuildings and
cottages alike. The agricultural buildings of Parkside retain their historical
openings and their former agricultural functions remain legible.

Figure 7 Parkside (former Vicarage)
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3.6.2.

Along Sellman Street, numbers 1 and 3 retain three-light, outward opening,
vertically hung casements divided into three panes, in pegged timber frames.
Some historic glass and external fasteners remain. Church House retains
historic crown glass within the two storey square set bay windows.
Mathematical tiles are employed in decorative panels. The Vicarage possess
vertically hung casements divided vertically by three glazing bars, creating a
vertical emphasis, which is emphasised by the stone mullioned frames and
rusticated stone surrounds.

Figure 8 Casements at 3 Sellman Street
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Figure 9 Historic glass remains in some casements, with simple scratch moulding at
the head and pegged frames

Figure 10 Church House with two storey, square set bay windows
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3.7.

3.7.1.

3.7.2.

3.8.

3.8.1.

Building Materials

Brick with stone detailing is employed

Victorian fronted Church House and Parkside, but the predominant building
material is brick. Staffordshire blue tile is the preferred roofing material for all
except the church, which employs slate and lead. The Lock Up, resited at
the corner of Sellman Street and Stafford Road, is constructed of large stone
blocks and heavy sandstone tiles.

The strong presence of stone at the church and its boundary walls
emphasises the contrast in status of ecclesiastical buildings with the smaller
cottages through the use of expensive stone rather than the vernacular soft
red brick of the cottages.

Colour Palette

The heavy abundance of stone creates hues of warm pinks and light browns,
and contrasts with the reddish-orange brick and grey-blue roofs of the
cottages.

o SNy ¢
Figure 11 The Church of St Lawrence with its pink hued stone walls
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4.1.

4.1.1.

4.1.2.

Listed Buildings, Character Area One
Church of St Lawrence

Leonard (1995, p39) describes St Lawrence as not only a magnificent
building, but a building with an outstanding setting The churchyard, which is
accessible on foot from direction creates a fine introduction to this collegiate
church. Collegiate churches were claimed by the King as free from the
jurisdiction of the diocese, and it is common for Collegiate churches to be
built upon the foundation of Saxon minsters. Investigations have attributed
some stonework in the crossing, previously thought to be Norman, to the
Saxon period.

The headstones and monuments of the churchyard are very well preserved
and of very high quality; the contrasting shapes and designs adding interest
to the churchyard. The large surrounding churchyard, monuments and
headstones, and surrounding yew trees make the setting intrinsic to the
outstanding architectural quality of the church itself. The church demands a
certain amount of space that is respected by the gradual development of
smaller subservient buildings, and is not affected by the grand former
vicarage, as this is sited within enclosed land so does not to compete
visually.

Figure 12 St Lawrence Church, north elevation
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4.2. The Lock Up

4.2.1. The Grade Il Lock Up was constructed in 1832 as a counter to the unrest in
Gnosall associated with rising unemployment, poaching and agricultural riots
in the south. Built by James Trubshaw, it is square on plan with a pyramidal
roof and timber door. It was resited at the corner of Sellman Street and
Stafford Road from the junction of Stafford Road and the High Street in
1971after highway widening works.

Figure 13 The Lock Up. Parkside is to the left
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5. Positive Buildings, Character Area One
5.1. St Lawrenceds Cottage

5.1.1. Situated at the crossroads of Glebe Lane and Sellman Str eet , St Lawr en
Cottage is a key focal building, adding charm and interest to the street.
Paving setts and a stone plinth are visible. The flat roofed dormers rise
through the eaves. St Lawrenceb6s Cottag:

facing the church.

Figure 14 St Lawrence's Cottage
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5.2.

5.2.1.

5.2.2.

5.3.

5.3.1.

5.4.

5.4.1.

Former Vicarage (Parkside)

Built in 1854, this brick gothic vicarage and outbuildings is set within large
grounds with mature native trees dotted within the grounds and hedges. The
former property boundary wall running east to west appears to be the
continuation of the boundary wall at the south of the churchyard. This has
been lowered and the property boundary now encompasses land to the
south. The coach house is believed to contain 16th century stone walling,
heightened and extended in brick at a later date. Buildings front Sellman
Street at the site of the current driveway on historic maps, and earlier
buildings are incorporated in the existing outbuildings.

The agricultural buildings, which retain their functional character, and large
open green space, are intrinsic to the setting of the house. The vicarage
provides a contrast in scale and grandeur to the smaller cottages at the north
of the churchyard.

1-3 Sellman Street

These rectilinear cottages help lead the eye to the High Street creating an
enclosed horizontal emphasis.

Church House

The main facade of this two and a half storey house appears Victorian in
style, employing stone dressings to the brick facade. Earlier brick is visible
to the side, with plat bands at ceiling level at the first and second floors. The
main fagade faces the church.

Figure 15 1-3 Sellman Street and Church House
19


















































































































